Meeting of the Australian Archaeological Association held in Melbourne by McBryde, Isabel
Australian Archaeology 
 
 
 
Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au
 
 
Full Citation Details: 
McBryde, I. 1977. Meeting of the Australian Archaeological 
Association held in Melbourne. 'Australian Archaeology', no.7, 2-5. 
 
MEETING OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
HELD IN MELBOURNE 
The Meeting was held in the Brown Theatre, Metallurgy Department, 
Melbourne University at 9.30 a.m. on Friday 2nd September, 20 members 
present. 
In the Chair: Dr J. Specht 
The main items on the agenda for this Meeting were :- 
l. Notification of results of the recent postal ballot 
for the election of new officer bearers for the 
Association; 
2. Ratification of the draft constitution as presented 
to members in the Newsletter for April 1976; 
3. Discussion of proposal for a professional association 
of archaeologists. Dr R. Vanderwal to speak to this 
item. 
1. Results of the Elections 
The results of the elections were announced, 62 out of the 116 
members having registered their vote by 26 August (closing date 22nd 
August) the three late voting papers which arrived in the week following 
are counted here). 
Electorate: 65 members voted out of a total membership of 116 
- 
President: G. Connah 15; R. Jones 50 
Editor: R. Lampert 65 
Committee: W. Ambrose 16 
J. Clegg 4 
I. Crawford 13 
S. Hallam 18 
I. Jack 8 
C. Jack-Hinton 4 
I. McBryde 42 
D.W. Orchiston 9 
G. Pretty 6 
A. Ross 5 
S. Sullivan 22 
J. Specht 20 
A. Thorne 13 
R.V.S. Wright 15 
So the executive consists of President, Dr R. Jones; Editor 
Mr R. Lampert and Committee Members, Dr McBryde, Dr J. Specht and 
MS Sullivan. The meeting received the results, noting that the 
Association still lacked both Treasurer and Secretary. Dr McBryde 
had been acting Treasurer as well as Secretary since Dr Jack-Hinton's 
resignation at the end of 1974. After discussion it was decided to 
call for further nominations for these positions and to hold a further 
postal ballot rather than co-opt to these positions at the Melbourne 
Meeting. 
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R e s o l u t i o n :  t h a t  f u r t h e r  nominations f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of 
S e c r e t a r y  and T r e a s u r e r  be  c a l l e d  f o r  and a p o s t a l  b a l l o t  h e l d .  Moved 
D r  Vanderwal, seconded D r  Cou t t s .  This  motion was c a r r i e d .  
Vote o f  Thanks: The Chairman proposed a v o t e  of  t h a n k s  t o  
D r  McBryde f o r  h e r  work a s  S e c r e t a r y  and Act ing Treasure r  d u r i n g  t h e  
last  t h r e e  y e a r s .  
2. R a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  D r a f t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  
T h i s  i t e m  was t h e  subject of cons ide rab le  d i s c u s s i o n  a s  t h e  
members p r e s e n t  f e l t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p a s s  a motion r a t i f y i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
on beha l f  o f  a l l  members o f  t h e  Assoc ia t ion ,  and t h e r e  was p r e s s u r e  t o  
d e l a y  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  
The f o l l o w i n g  r e s o l u t i o n s  were made:- 
1. R e s o 1 u t i o n : t h a t t h i s m e e t i n g d o e s n o t r a t i f y t h e d r a f t  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  today;  Moved D r  Cou t t s ;  Seconded G. P r e t t y ;  
C a r r i e d  w i t h  one a b s t e n t i o n .  
2. Reso lu t ion :  t h a t  a document be  c i r c u l a t e d  r e f e r r i n g  members 
of t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  
N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  A p r i l  1976 and a s k i n g  them t o  v o t e  on i t s  
r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Moved D r  Cou t t s ;  Seconded D r  Ossa; C a r r i e d  
w i t h  one a b s t e n t i o n .  
3 ,  Reso lu t ion :  Addendum t o  motion 2 p r e v i o u s l y  c a r r i e d .  
T h a t  members be  i n v i t e d  t o  comment on a s p e c t s  of  t h e  
d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  might r e q u i r e  amendment a t  a 
f u t u r e  d a t e ,  and t h a t  such comments be c i r c u l a t e d  i n  a 
f u t u r e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  Newslet ter  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  by members. 
Moved D r  C o u t t s ;  Seconded D r  Vanderwal; Car r i ed .  
Vote of Thanks: A v o t e  of  thanks  was proposed t o  Wal Ambrose 
f o r  h i s  work i n  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  1975, 
and i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  d r a f t  which i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  amendments 
sugges ted  a t  t h e  las t  g e n e r a l  meeting. Moved D r  Hallam; Seconded D r  
C o u t t s .  
3. Q u e s t i o n  o f  a  Proposed Pro fess iona l  Assocat ion o f  A rchaeo log is t s  
D r  Vanderwal spoke on t h i s  t o p i c .  The p roposa l  he o u t l i n e d  
envisaged:  
1. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an o r g a n i s a t i o n  which would be independent 
of  t h e  Archaeo log ica l  Assoc ia t ion  w i t h  no formal t ies  t o  it, 
though membership could  over lap .  
2. The o r g a n i s a t i o n  would be Austra l ia-wide wi th  semi-autonomous 
c h a p t e r s  i n  each  s t a t e .  
3 .  Membership o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  would be  a v i t a l  q u e s t i o n ,  a l s o  
means o f  s p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  membership, and government of  t h e  
body i f  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
4. There cou ld  be two o r  more ways of  founding such an o rgan i sa t ion : -  
( a )  based on q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  exper ience  and p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  
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(b) based on a  check l ist  o f  peop le  b u i l t  up on e x p e r i e n c e  
and e x p e r t i s e .  
I n  e i t h e r  c a s e  s e l e c t i o n  would b e  based  on r e p o r t s  from 
r e f e r e e s  chosen by t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  
5. Government o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  by a  committee composed o f  
equal-number r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  u n i v e r s i t y ,  s tate and  museum 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s .  I t  would have t o  b e  d e c i d e d  whether  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  o r  s e c r e t a r y  were chosen from f u l l  membership by 
a l l  members o r  by t h e  committee from its ranks .  
6. The f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  would inc lude : -  
( a )  p rov ide  a  body of  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  which c o u l d  b e  drawn 
upon f o r  survey work, 
(b) a c t  a s  a n  adv i so ry  body f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
f o r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  and e x c a v a t i o n  p e r m i t s ,  
( c )  a c t  a s  an independent e v a l u a t i n g  body t o  d i s c u s s  l i n e s  
of  approach f o r  government s u r v e y s .  
D r  Vanderwal concluded by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  News le t t e r  might 
s e r v e  a s  an  avenue f o r  developing t h e s e  i d e a s  and  promoting d i s c u s s i o n .  
He s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  was p r i m a r i l y  t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h e  i d e a s  
and problems a s  seen by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n  V i c t o r i a .  
The d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  was v a r i e d ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  need f o r  such a  working body i n  t h e i r  s t a t e ,  
f o r  a  code o f  e t h i c s ,  and f o r  a  balanced growth o f  a rchaeo logy  t h e r e  
which could  be monitored by such an o r g a n i s a t i o n .  Othe r  commentators 
s t r e s s e d  t h a t  though t h e r e  was need f o r  wider  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  environmental  impact s u r v e y s  t h e  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
Assoc ia t ion  could  p rov ide  an adequate avenue f o r  t h e s e .  F u r t h e r ,  i n  o t h e r  
s t a t e s  adv i so ry  committees such a s  t h a t  env i saged  i n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  were 
l a i d  down i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
r e l i c s .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  t h e  proposed body t o  t h e  
Archaeological  Assoc ia t ion  was d i s c u s s e d ,  w i t h  stress on t h e  v a l u e  o f  a  
wide and u n r e s t r i c t e d  mmbership  i n  t h e  Assoc ia t ion .  It was f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  p roposa l  needed f u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a n  was p o s s i b l e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
meeting and t h a t  t h e  views r a i s e d  cou ld  be  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  
i n  t h e  form o f  a s t a t ement  prepared by D r  Vanderwal and D r  C o u t t s ,  f o r  
d e b a t e  by a l l  members and f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n  by t h e  E t h i c s  Sub-Committee. 
4. Other Business 
E l e c t i o n s :  
1. D r  Hallam r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  b a l l o t  forms 
and t h i s  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h e  e x e c u t i v e .  
F i n a n c i a l  s t a t ement :  
D r  McBryde r e p o r t e d  on t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  which 
a r e  i n  a  h e a l t h y  s t a t e  a s  our  major  expenses  a t  p r e s e n t  a r e  
those  involved i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  and c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Newslet ter .  C a l l s  f o r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  1978 w i l l  b e  made 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  coming yea r .  S e v e r a l  m e m b e r s  have a l r e a d y  p a i d  
advance s u b s c r i p t i o n s  and t h e s e  a r e  r ecorded .  
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F i e l d  Meeting i n  1978: 
3 .  Plans  a r e  i n  hand f o r  a 3-day meeting t o  be he ld  i n  May 1978 
a t  a f i e l d  l oca t i on ,  probably Kinchiga Nat ional  Park,  near 
Menindee i n  western NSW. It is  hoped t o  hold a s e r i e s  of 
Workshop s e s s i o n s  on the  themes of Ftesearch on Arid Lands i n  
Aus t r a l i a .  
The m e t i n g  c l o s e d  a t  1 C .  55 am. 
From t h i s  meeting s eve ra l  p o i n t s  arose;  one, t he  need f o r  f i n a l  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s o  t h a t  t h e  Associat ion may be formally 
e s t a b l i s h e d  and t hen  move towards l e g a l  s t a t u s  a s  an incorporated 
soc i e ty .  B a l l o t  papers  f o r  vot ing on t he  d r a f t  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  be 
forwarded soon. This  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i s  no way immutable, a s  i t s  c lauses  
provide f o r  f u t u r e  amendment i f  t h i s  be thought necessary. The statement 
i n  t h e  r e p o r t  of  t h e  meeting on subsc r i p t i ons  should cover t h e  request  
t h a t  members be advised  on t h i s  po in t .  There have been no c a l l s  f o r  
f u r t h e r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  s i nce  t he  i n i t i a l  one, those  who have s e n t  i n  
f u r t h e r  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  of course have t he se  recorded and w i l l  n o t  need t o  
respond t o  t h e  c a l l  f o r  subsc r i p t i ons  which w i l l  go ou t  e a r l y  i n  1978. 
C a l l s  f o r  nominations f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  of Secretary and Treasurer 
w i l l  go o u t  soon and I hope f o r  a good response. 
The proposa l  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a p ro f e s s iona l  o rgan isa t ion  f o r  
a r chaeo log i s t s  is  one t h a t  r equ i r e s  f u l l  debate and members should use 
t h e  Newslet ter  a s  a means o f  c i r c u l a t i n g  var ious  viewpoints on t h i s  
i s s u e ,  one t h a t  is t h e  s u b j e c t  of much d i scuss ion  i n  the S t a t e s  and i n  
B r i t a i n  a t  p r e s e n t .  
I sabe l  McBryde 
THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM, SYDNEY 
CURATOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
Appl ica t ions  a r e  i nv i t ed  f o r  t he  pos i t i on  of Curator  o r  Ass i s tan t  
Cura tor  i n  t h e  Department o f  Anthropology from middle February 1978. The 
Department h a s  two c u r a t o r i a l  pos i t i ons  covering Aus t r a l i a  and t h e  P a c i f i c  
I s l a n d s ,  wi th  a minor i n t e r e s t  i n  Southeast Asia. The success fu l  
app l i c an t  w i l l  handle  t h e  Department's Aus t ra l ian  a c t i v i t i e s  including 
c u r a t i o n  of  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d i sp lay  programs ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  redevelopment of  t h e  Aus t ra l ian  permanent d i sp lay)  , development of 
r e s ea r ch  i n  Aboriginal  anthropology and t h e  handl ing of p u b l i c  inqui r ies .  
A degree i n  Anthropology, p re fe rab ly  PhD l e v e l ,  with demonstrated research 
c a p a b i l i t i e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  Experience i n  museum work, Aus t ra l ian  
Aboriginal  anthropology and o r  t he  study of ma t e r i a l  cu l t u r e  a r e  des i rab le .  
Sa l a ry  ranges: Curator range $15,775 - $17,901 
A s s i s t a n t  Curator range $ 9,914 - $15,085 
Progress ion  from A s s i s t a n t  Curator t o  Curator  i s  based upon demonstration 
of  p ro f i c i ency .  
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